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)

President Jack Withers opened the Clay County Drainage Board meeting at 11:00 am on January 5, 2009.  Members present were Charlie Brown, Paul Sinders, Jack Withers, David Schroer, and Jack Knust. Also present were Attorney Eric Somheil, County Surveyor John Keller, Sanitarian Bill Hale, Randy Staley and First Deputy Auditor Nancy Coleman who made a record of the following proceedings to wit:

Out-going President Jack Withers asked for nominations for officers for 2009. 

Charlie Brown made a motion nominating David Schroer for President, seconded by Paul Sinders. A motion to close nominations was made by Jack Knust and seconded by Paul Sinders. A vote was held and David Schroer was elected President of the Drainage Board for 2009 unanimously. 

A motion to nominate Jack Withers as Vice-President was made by Charlie Brown, seconded by Jack Knust. A vote was held and Jack Withers was elected Vice-President of the Drainage Board for 2009 unanimously.

A motion to approve the December 1, 2008 minutes was made by Jack Knust, and seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried 5 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF OLD BUSINESS
Charlie Brown asked about funding to clean the Mary Brown Portteus County Ditch. Paul Sinders said that he was not sure if that ditch would qualify for any of the funding currently available from the June floods. David Schroer outlined the work that needed to be done. Much discussion followed concerning the state of the ditch, and ended with Paul Sinders saying he would pursue funding possibilities. Mr. Sinders and Surveyor John Keller also discussed the possibility of borrowing money on the ditch. 
John Keller reported that the estimate for spraying ditches from Steve’s Lawn Care was $288.00 per mile. He had asked for another estimate from Kramer Weed Control, but was not given one.  Mr. Keller suggested spraying every three years. Attorney Eric Somheil reminded the Board that three estimates were required, if possible.  David Schroer said that they needed someone experienced to apply the spray. The Board decided that John Keller would check on the balance in the Mary Brown Portteus Ditch fund, and David Schroer will set up a date for the Board to examine the ditch together. 
There was no additional information concerning the Eel River water quality was available.
Randy Staley, of Staley Soil Service, said he is currently trying to establish ownership of the property on CR 600 N that was discussed in last month’s meeting.  They need to put down lime and re-vegetate the area. The Abandoned Mine Land program still has funds available for remediation, but we need to get any projects in for funding. He will be meeting in February with AML.
IN THE MATTER OF NEW BUSINESS

Jack Knust said that there was a problem with the bridge on Crooked Creek adjoining one of his fields. The flood waters in June had washed most of the rip rap out from under the bridge into his field. He said the levee also needs rebuilt, and he wanted to know who he should contact for help with funding. David Schroer said that Soil & Water may have a program that will help with that problem.
IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT

There being no other business, Charlie Brown made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Jack Knust.  Motion carried 5 ayes
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